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A Land of Many Nations!

Indian nations existed together much like the bordering nations of today.
American Indian nations provided for defense, public safety, resource man-
agement and the overall welfare of the people.

Thousands of years before European explor-
ers ever reached the New World, American
Indian nations with tribal governments had
formed in the Americas. These American

Smpressive Politicians

European colonists carae from nations governed by rionarchs. Monarchs are single rulers borr, to a royal family, kings and
queens who carinot be remeved from office. In the New World, Europeans encounteied a different form of government — the

League of the Iroquois.

The League of the Iroquoit were elected representatives of six Iroquois tribeswho gathered to make important decisions about

the tribes collectively. Unlike monarchs, these representatives could be dismissed from their positions if they did not please their

people. During meetings the representatives debated a number of issues such as admitting new- nations, waging war and
addressing social issues. The-debate finished when they reached an agreement.

Benjamin Franklin believed that American Indians had an advanced form ‘of government and that it should be a model for the
United States of America. The Iroquois counseled colorial leaders on the virtues of the Iroquois style of governmerit, emphasiz-

ing the importance of unity, democracy and liberty. Eventually, 13 original colonies joined together to form a democracy — a
seif-governing system that resembled the League of the Iroquois.

The. Poier of,. Pavereignty

The United States is a sovereign nation. As such, the
United States can cede or obtain land, make deci-
sions about the economy, enforce laws, administer
justice or deciare war. American Indian nations are
also sovereign nations.

Wher, Europeans arrivec! in the New World, they
found scvereign nations — selfgoverned and inde-
pendent Americari indian nations with significant
economic and military power. As Europeans devel-
oped a nation of their own, they negotiated treaties,
which are binding legal promises between sovereign
nations. During negotiations, American Indian leaders
wisely included provisions that would protect their
sovereign status. They ceded some of their land, but
kept some property in the form of reservations.

Treaties granted rights to the colonists and outlined
rights that would be retained by American Indians.
They also made treaties that would ensure that
American Indidans could continue to live in a selfsuffi
cient way: For example, the Mille Lacs Band of
Ojibwz retained their fishing, hunting ard gaihering
rights, while Makahs retained their whaling rights.

Over time, the United States did not uphold treaty
richts and today American Indian nations continue
to \advocate for the enforcement of their rights estab-
lished through treaties. Disregarding treaty rights
reduced the sovereign status of Americcin Indian
nations and caused their economies to suffer. Many
American Indian nations were left financially depen-
dent on the United States.

Government in the News

Different nations have their own systems of government. The Iroquois and the United States have govern-
ments in which people elect representatives to make political decisions. Look through the newspaper for an
article about a nation that has a different form of government. Write a paragraph describing that type of

government and explaining some advantages and disadvantages of it.

Reclaiming
sovereignty

Today, American Indian nations have to find creative ways to be
economically self-sufficient again. American Indians proclaim they
never gave up their right to self-government and should be
allowed to govern themselves without interference. These rights
were protected in treaties, but are now subject to special rules
dictated by the United States.

Although American Indian nations have a lesser form of sover-
eignty, there are still a number of ways that individual tribes exer-
cise their independence. They have created new businesses in
the textile, environmental, tourism and gaming industries. New
economies are continuously growing, allowing American Indian
governments to fund social services such as health centers,
schools and law enforcement agencies.
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So Many Nations, So Many Cultures!

believe that American Indians are extinct or still live in stereotypical ways
— in tipis wearing war paint and feathers. This 1s simiply not the case. The
American Indian population is as diverse as populations found on other
continents like Europe, Asia and Africa.

There are 561 federally recognized tribes in
the United States, each with its own distinct
way of life. Despite this tremendous diversity,
the majority of Americans know little about
these differences. In fact, many children

How Did Jhat Happen?

American Indians migrated within the Americas over
many thousands of years. Concentrations of large game
animals changed consistently over a year, and in order
to feed everyone, people would gather and disperse

ty grew, slowly and over time, creating new groups who

according to the season. Popuiations and cultural diversi-

Migrants adapted to their new environmients in different
ways. Peogle inthe east built homes from wood, while
people in the southwest used clay. People from the north-
west coast fished for salmon «und halibut, while people
on the plains followed ard hunted the buffalo. Over
thousands of years, as people adjusted to different envi-

then began to spread across the land in ssarch of more
food sources.

ronments, climates and natural resources, they crecied
huridreds of different cultural groups.

The Diversity
of American Indian
Life Today

American indian people live in the United States and in other coun-
tries. They live and work-on reservations and in urban areas. They
wear contemporary stvle clothes ard traditional style clothes, some-
times elements of both at the same time. They atiend social and reli-
gious events, serve in the military, inanage businesses and engage in
politics. American Indians are homemakers, artists, business owners,
ranchers, farmers, construction workers, clerks, entertainers, profes-
sors, doctors, nurses, lawyers, scientists, engineers, educators, politi-
cians, spiritual leaders and students like you.

Culture in the News

Each American Indian nation has its own way of life — they eat different food, have different religious
services and wear different clothing. Find an article that discusses a culture different from yours. Write
a short paragraph describing what your typical day would be like if you were a part of that culture.
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©2007 Hollister Kids, a division of Hollister Publication Services, Inc. All rights reserved. 1.877.NIE. KIDS (643.5437)



Order Form

Fax your order 484.829.0027 A call toll free 1.877.NIE.KIDS
Download samples at www.hollisterkids.com

Date Needed.....

Materials are generally sent within
4 days of order. If a rush is required
please call to confirm delivery time

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAN

guPPIemen‘!:s FittingIn . ................ ... 6O Triumph of the Spirit .. ......... 16 IO
Focuson Finance . ................. O Underground Railroad . . .. ... ... 16 IO
Action Against Violence. .. .......... O Geography Vacation ........... 60O WeatherPalooza. .. ................ O
Animal Connections. .. ............. O Great American Wildlife ........ 16 I WhoWeAre ..................... ]
Art Appreciation . .......... .. ... U The Heritage of Jazz. . . ............. ] Winter Sports Science .............. ]
The ArtinEarth................... U Hispanic Culture & Heritage. . . . .. 16 I Words of Heritage. . .. ......... 16 1
Back to School . ....... ... .. ... ... U Hispanic Roots, Homelands . . . . .. 16 I Writer's Workshop. . .. ......... 16 1
Beezly Goes to the Hospital . .. .. ... .. O learntoWrite. .. ............. 60O Other ..
Be Safe, Not Sorry . ................ ] A Little History . . . ................. ] Other O
Black History .. ............... 16 IO Living Black History . ........... T6c 0O
Buggin' . ... ... O LostWorlds . ..................... O gupe,.-gize
Build Skills for Reading . ........ 16 10 Make Read.mg Connection . ... .. T6 L Teacher Guides!
Career Pathways .................. O Math Carnival . ................ ... ]
Character Education, English . ... ... .. O Math inthe News ... .............. O Black History ..................... ]
Spanish/English . ... ... .. O Moms and Much More! ... .. ... Tcd0 Earth Day Biology/Biology All Ages. . ... ]
The Character of America ........... O Pioneers in the Classroom . ... ... 16 [ [ Hispanic Culture & Heritage....... ... O]
CivilRights. . ................. 16 [ ] Protect & Serve America. ... ......... O Science, the Environment
Community of Holidays ... .......... O] Reach for the Stars. .. .............. O & Geography................... ]
D-Day—A Paratrooper’s Story. . .. ... .. O Science in the News. .. ......... a1 Writing Skills ]
Dealing With Conflict. . ............. O] SHEroeS. . ... e 0 Women & Diversity ................ ]
Drug AWareness. ... ............... O Sports Science . ... .. ... .. ... ..., O Other .
EarthDay.................... 16 1 Steps to Better Reading. .. ... ... 16 I
Earth Month . ... ... ... .. T 0100 Study Skills .o eon  Weekly News Features
EarthWorks . . ................ 160 Summer Reading. ............. 16 OO Newspaper PLUS . ................. O
Ethan & Damon Are Friends. . . . .. 76 [0 | Symbols of the Holidays. . ........... [0 SummerPlus ..................... O
Fast Forward with Science . . . . ... 16 (1  Thisls Your Community . ............ O in-paper . ... .. O  html...... O
Feasts of the Holidays .............. O Trailblazers of Science & Tech......... O] 4 weeks starting. . .
Circulation
Your Name
under 50,000 . ................ O
50,000-200,000 .. ............. O
Newspaper Name
over 200,000 ................. ]
Street Address (No Post Office Boxes, Please) FoPmd-';
black & white . .......... ... ... O
City, State, Zip color. ... O
Area Code and Phone Number Fax Number S'ize
visal ] wmc [ 50" ]
Credit Card Number Authorized Signature S4"™ M

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY

COPYRIGHT All Hollister Kids content, design, photography and illustrations on the Hollister Kids website are protected under the copyright laws
of the United States of America and in other countries. Unless rights are purchased or otherwise specified, no one has permission to publish, in any form, any
products found on the Hollister Kids website. Removing or changing any copyright notices on any products is prohibited.

DISCLAIMER You are authorized to view and download samples of Hollister Kids products from this site for review purposes only. No part of the
content of this website may be reproduced or republished without purchase or written consent.

FEEDBACK Hollister Kids welcomes suggestions and feedback on how to improve our products and services. The submission of any suggestions
or ideas through this website shall be deemed permission for Hollister to use, adopt or modify them without additional consideration.



